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Portfolio Responsibilities

To take the lead on Waste Management/ Recycling and relevant Council Plan measures under 
the environment objectives. 

Providing and maintaining parks infrastructure. 

To develop and implement a Playground Strategy. 

Policies, Plans and Strategies 

 Waste Management Strategy 
 Air Quality Strategy and action plan
 Active Travel Strategy and action plan 

Key Areas: 

 Waste Management and Recycling 
 Streetscene 
 Community microenergy schemes 
 Carbon/ Greenhouse gas Reduction 
 Green agenda – Low carbon reduction
 Public realm (Parks and open spaces, including cemeteries) 



Waste Management and Street Scene
Coffee Cup Recycling

The Council has have been working with Croppers, Cumbria Waste Recycling and the 
Westmorland County Agricultural Society to look at how coffee cups could be recycled at large 
events. A working group successfully delivered a trial facility at Country Fest in June 2017 to 
explore how this might be done. The working group will continue to look at how that experience 
can be used to provide recycling facilities at other large-scale events; and engage with the 
public about waste minimisation and recycling as a whole. 

Textile Recycling

As part of the Staveley Waste Less Project the Council has undertaken two ‘one-off’ 
collections of textiles for recycling. In August 2017 a kerbside collection using SLDC 
resources; and in June 2018 a collection point provided in conjunction with the Salvation Army. 
Textiles are approximately 5% of the waste stream and we believe there may be opportunities 
to increase the level of textile recycling throughout the district. The Council is continuing to 
look at how more opportunities to recycle textiles could be introduced, through trials in 
Staveley, and as part of the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership.

Recycling On The Go

The Council has made plans to place 3 litter bins for the segregated collection of plastic and 
cans, alongside general litter bins, as a trial at 3 locations in Kendal. This will be for a trial 
period to determine how well-used the bins are, the levels of contamination in the recycling 
bins; and the operational infrastructure required to provide the service.

Litter Bin Technology

The Council is currently trialling sensors in 104 litter bins that measure the fill level of the bin 
and collate usage data. The software builds a dataset of these usage levels to predict when a 
bin will be fill and require emptying. The trial has already delivered some success in reducing 
the number of empties required for bins in the trial area from 80 per day to around 20-25 per 
day. The nature of any trial is also to highlight any problems that might arise; and this 
technology has not previously been used in rural areas. As issues arise we are working with 
the manufacturer to determine the impact on our services and how solutions can be found.

44-litre Recycling Boxes

As consumer habits are changing the authority is adapting services to meet the needs of 
householders. There had been a significant increase in online shopping; with a consequent 
increase in the card waste. This increase is forecast to continue. We have therefore changed 
the recycling boxes provided from 55-litre capacity to 44-litre boxes. Previously householders 
used a single box for paper and card, and we are now offering the option of a three-box 
solution to use individual boxes for each material and increase the overall capacity for 
collecting paper, card and glass from 110-litres to 132-litres. This change will also reduce the 
weight of materials in the boxes, which should reduce the potential risk of muscular-skeletal 
injuries to staff from the repeated lifting of recycling boxes over the long term.

In-Cab Technology

The Waste Management Service is working on the procurement of in-cab technology for waste 
and recycling collection vehicles that will help deliver improvements to customer service and 
offer opportunities for service efficiencies.



Carbon/ Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Green Agenda

Throughout 2018/19 the Council will continue to support the Cumbria Cycling Strategy and 
remain involved in the Cumbria Cycling Partnership. The Council is also supporting Cumbria 
County Council regarding the potential for the Tour of Britain 2018 to come through the district.

The Green Team has been reintroduced to provide leadership in reducing effects of climate 
change and implement the single use plastic goal. The green team will have the responsibility 
of informing, influencing and implementing actions to reduce the impacts of climate change 
and reduce carbon/ greenhouse gas reduction. Informative sessions for the community will be 
held across summer 2018. 

Recently a report “Air Quality and Public Health – Reducing Deaths and Ill Health Caused by 
Poor Air Quality in Lancashire and Cumbria” was published. This is a collective report of the 
Lancashire and Cumbria Directors of Public Health, in conjunction with the Local Authorities, 
highlighting air quality issues across the region and following on from the Lancashire and 
Cumbria Air Quality Summit held in February 2018. The Council was involved for Cumbria. 
The purpose of the report is to: improve awareness and engagement for action on air quality 
and understanding of everyone’s role in tackling air pollution, building on existing plans and 
strategies; start a conversation about the ways in which we can work together and hold each 
other to account for action to improve air quality; and outline potential areas for further action 
to reduce population exposure to air pollution, as identified at the Summit. A leadership event 
is currently being planned to take place in the autumn, which Member Champions will attend 
to represent the Council. The event will progress the aims of the report.

South Lakeland District Council are actively supporting the Lancaster Canal Regeneration 
Partnership (LCRP) ambitions to create a fully accessible, multi-user leisure route connecting 
Kendal and Lancaster along the route of the historic Lancaster Canal.

SLDC have agreed to grant fund phase one of the project via £140k LIPs grant for path 
improvements from the outskirts of Kendal to Natland, which will be delivered throughout 
2018/19. This funding has also been used to form the basis of further investment funding via 
applications to Sports England, Heritage Lottery Funding, Rural Development Programme, 
Fells and Dales LEADER, with decisions expected on each of these funding applications 
throughout 2018.

The Canal Restoration Project supports the Active Travel agenda to encourage more people 
within the district to be more physically active, along with the Council Plan priorities of making 
best use of our property portfolio to support economic growth; working with local communities 
to improve and manage the public realm and make best use of and care for our open spaces; 
enhance and protect the heritage and high quality environment; and encourage best use of 
our distinctive environment as a location for attracting cultural activities and events that 
strengthen the visitor economy and the health and wellbeing of our residents. 

Public Realm 

Following the successful first year of the grounds maintenance partnership with Continental 
Landscapes Ltd, the Council will continue to work in partnership with them throughout 2018/19 
to deliver quality grounds maintenance and support to community groups. 

Throughout the next upcoming financial year the Council will be working towards completing 
various works to upgrade parks and open spaces across the district. These improvements will 
encourage communities to enjoy outside spaces and encourage active travel throughout the 
area. 



A key area of development due to start in October 2018, is the Millerground Enhancement 
Plan.  The Group is also continuing to raise funding for the playground. 

Following the recent installation of Gym equipment at Broadgate Meadow, Grasmere through 
the Locally Important Project funding (LIPs), a fundraising campaign will begin at Easter 2018 
to raise money for a new playground. 


